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Parents Gain Custody

Of Down’s Infant

ORANGE, Calif,, Nov. 30—John
and Susan West regained custody of
their pain-ridden son Brian today,
iwo years after they refused to au-
ltihi_orbomrgmneeuurytosavehis
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commissioner Frank Fasel returned
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cannot swallow food.
“Does that look like a 2-year-old
kid?" Susan West asked as she and
her husband looked in on Brian.
The Wests, who are Lutherans,
had argued when Brian was born
Oct. 16, 1980, that he faced such a
Jimited life of recurring pain it would
be better if he were allowed to die.
“It is my strong feeling that there is
a better place for a child like Brian,”
like his wife,
hasbmedmuchu:ihil thinking on

3
g
i
H

week during iving [
tried to think what Brian had to
thankful for,” Susan West said. “I
couldn't think of a thing.”

; babies flared earlier this year when
'1'.hepu'ent:|ofa.Bloolgliﬂc‘mlvIm‘l_.Y

baby with handicaps similar to Bri-
an's managed, with the help of at-
torneys, to allow the child to die.

A loud public outcry greeted the

action of the Bloomington couple,
who have remained anonymous, and
the Reagan administration warned
federally funded hospitals that their
grants would be in jeopardy if they
allowed similarly deformed babies to

in the future. The criticism of
mington case led the Wests,
had avoided publicity, to come



